
Dear Instructor Applicant, 
 
Thank you for your interest in serving as the instructor of the Sterile Compounding and Aseptic 
Technique Course (SCAT) – Self-Study course.  This document will provide you some background 
information about the SCAT self-study course, and with the initial information that you will need in 
order to determine your qualifications and interest in serving as an instructor for the SCAT Self-Study 
Course.  
 
This course is offered through a cooperative agreement between the Texas Society of Health-System 
Pharmacists, and the Austin Community College Pharmacy Technician program. Both TSHP and the ACC 
Pharmacy Tech Program are accredited by the Accreditation Council on Pharmacy Education (ACPE) as 
providers of continuing pharmacy education. TSHP is the primary provider with regard to the issuance of 
continuing education credit (CEUs) for the SCAT self-study course. 
 
The SCAT self-study program audience is limited to pharmacy personnel who have registered and paid 
for the course via the TSHP website portal at www.tshp.org.  Your student(s) may include pharmacy 
students, technicians, and/or pharmacists practicing in various pharmacy settings. The subject-matter 
knowledge of the audience may range from novice to advanced practitioners. For safety and effective 
training purposes, we suggest that you limit the number of students in your SCAT course (during hands-
on training sessions) to no more than 10 students. We have found that, for this course, the optimal ratio 
of students to instructors is ≤ 3:1 during hands-on training sessions. 
 
The SCAT course is based upon the USP<797> principals and content provided in the textbook, Sterile 
Compounding and Aseptic Technique: Concepts, Training, and Assessment (ISBN 977-0-76384-083-9). 
The textbook provides a comprehensive overview of current USP<797> standards as well as relevant 
historical data, and information pertinent to pharmacy sterile compounding professionals. Each chapter 
includes a step-by-step procedural training lab. In addition, chapters 6 – 14 include a video 
demonstration of the corresponding aseptic technique procedure. Students who register and pay for the 
self-study course generally receive their textbook (w/training DVD) from the publisher within 10 – 14 
business days of receipt of their registration form.  
 
As part of the mandatory 40 hours that must be completed for the SCAT course (even those who are 
already experienced sterile compounders), students working toward IV certification are required (at a 
minimum) to read the chapter review section of each chapter, watch the training DVD, and complete 
the procedural training labs from chapters 6 – 14. It should be noted that instructor are strongly 
encouraged to require students to read the entire textbook, and complete the end of chapter 
assignments.   
 
The 40 hour (4.0 CEU) SCAT course also requires that the student complete a minimum of 20 hours of 
didactic experience that may be comprised of: home-study, lecture, watching training DVDs, reviewing 
PowerPoint slides, completing chapter quizzes, etc.  You may add additional content (ie. facility specific 
information, policy and procedures, etc). The specific content and format of additional coursework is up 
to you, provided that it is relevant to the participant’s learning experience in the course, prepares them 
to pass the required written exams, and equals up to a minimum of 20 hours of didactic experience.  
The SCAT course also requires you to provide the student with a minimum of 20 hours of hands-on 
experiential learning.  This may be accomplished in the classroom, laboratory, and/or pharmacy setting.  
At a minimum, the student should be provided simulated and actual experience that prepares them to 
pass the required nine (9) process validations, and which totals to a minimum of 20 hours of hands-on 
training/experience (including the time incurred during process validation procedures). 
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At a minimum, your students must complete formative assessments which include the mid-semester 
and final exam, and the nine process validation procedures. The mid-semester and final exams will be 
supplied by the ACC Pharmacy Technician program. The process validation forms are located in the 
appendix of the student’s textbook and on the textbook disk.   
 
Although it is not required, you are also encouraged to incorporate various forms of summative 
assessment in your course to help you be sure that your students are assimilating the course material.  
These techniques may include pre- and/or post-tests, case studies, home-study assignments, quizzes, or 
group discussions.  Students must be provided with sufficient hands-on training and opportunities to 
practice their technique such that they will successfully pass the required process validations. 
 
Please note that any information included in your course that is not taken directly from the textbook, 
companion DVD, or course materials that we provide you, should be closely reviewed prior to use to 
ensure that they are based upon current USP<797> guidelines, and are reflective of best practice 
standards.  You should also be certain to instructor your student in any relevant facility-specific policies 
and procedures as part of their training. 
 
We appreciate your willingness to server as instructor and exam proctor for the SCAT self-study course. 
SCAT Self-Study instructors are encouraged to first become Certified Instructor’s by completing the 
Instructor’s Certification course at Austin Community College. The Instructor’s Certification Course: 
Teaching Sterile Compounding and Aseptic Technique – PHRA 2071; (for Pharmacists and Pharmacy 
Technicians who Train and/or Supervise SCAT Personnel), is an on-demand, self-study course that is 
designed for pharmacists, pharmacy technicians, and pharmacy educators who teach, train, or supervise 
personnel who prepare sterile compounded preparations (CSPs). The course is accomplished using a 
comprehensive textbook, review of step-by-step procedural labs, and viewing video demonstrations. 
Upon completion of the self-study course, participants must submit a process validation (via Skype, 
private YouTube posting, or on a flash drive), and pass a written knowledge and skills assessment. CPE 
activity completers receive a certificate of course completion and statement of ACPE CE credit for 0.8 
CEUs (8 hours). Certified Instructors can then return to their practice setting or school and train 
pharmacy personnel in current USP<797> standards for sterile compounding and aseptic technique. The 
“Instructor’s Certification Course” is an Application-Based CPE Activity. For more information on the 
Instructor’s Certification course, please contact ACC CPE Administrator, Lisa McCartney at 
lmccartn@austincc.edu 
 
While the Instructor’s Certification course described above is not mandatory, all SCAT self-study 
instructors must meet certain minimum qualifications including the following:  
 
SCAT Self-Study Instructor Qualifications 
 
• Certified (PTCB) pharmacy technician - or - 
• Registered pharmacy technician - or - 
• Registered pharmacist 

 
AND 
 

• Have completed an ASHP Accredited Pharmacy Program with documented credit/coursework 
in  sterile Compounding and Aseptic Technique - or -  

• Completion of an IV certification course (Sterile Compounding and Aseptic Technique [SCAT] from 
an ACPE accredited provider (RPh - minimum 20 hour course; Tech - minimum 40 hour course) 
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AND 
 
• Have a minimum of two years of pharmacy experience in sterile compounding and aseptic technique 

 
Preferred 

 
• Have a minimum of 1 year experience as a lead trainer in sterile compounding and aseptic 

technique.  
 

In order to approve you as an official instructor, we require you to return the following: 
 

• Fill out the attached instructor form in its entirety 
• Copy of your resume or CV 
• Copy of your Pharmacy License or Registration (if applicable) 
• Copy of your PTCB or ExCept Certification (if applicable) 
• Documentation of ACPE Accredited SCAT Training (i.e. IV Certification) 

 
Please scan/email to:   lmccartn@austincc.edu   or you may fax it to ATTN: TSHP SCAT Self-Study @ 512-
223-5849. 
 
Once you have been approved as an instructor, you will be provided (via email) the paperwork that you 
are required to fill out as well as some information to guide you and your student through the 
coursework. While the bulk of responsibility for completion of the SCAT self-study course falls on the 
student, as an instructor, there are several things that you will bear responsibility for, which includes the 
following: 
 

• Providing the student with the necessary paperwork (ie. Documentation of Training Hours form, 
Exams, etc. which will be supplied to you by ACC. 

• Scheduling the student for at least 20 hours of hands-on training in the IV room. While it is 
preferred that you oversee the student’s training, that is not always feasible. Therefore, it is 
acceptable for you to assign the student to train with another pharmacy staff member provided 
that they meet the qualifications above and have been shown to have documented compliance 
with SCAT procedures (ie. annual in-house testing and process validation, etc.). 

• Answering any questions that student may have regarding policies and procedures, etc.  
• Acting as a liaison with the ACC Pharmacy Technician program for any questions regarding the 

textbook, USP<797> compliance, or SCAT issues. 
• Proctoring two written exams and maintaining exam security before, during, and after the exam 

(exams will be supplied by ACC). 
• Assessing your students’ SCAT skills by completing the nine process validation forms 
• Ensure the student completes the online survey of their CPE Activity. 
• Gathering student paperwork (documentation of training hours form, 2 written exams, and nine 

(9) process validation forms) and submitting to TSHP for grading. 
 
Upon receipt of all of the necessary paperwork, all students who successfully complete the SCAT self-
study course will receive 40 hours (4.0 CEUs) of ACPE accredited continuing pharmacy education, and a 
frameable certificate of completion.  

 
If you have any questions about your qualifications, the SCAT self-study course, the Instructor’s 
Certification course or anything else related to the SCAT self-study course, please contact the ACC CPE 
Administrator, Lisa McCartney, at 512-223-5949 or by email at lmccartn@austincc.edu  
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Please submit your instructor approval form and accompanying documentation ASAP so that we may 
verify your qualifications. Once you have been approved, we will contact you within five (5) business 
days to provide you with a detailed guide for the SCAT course and working with your student.  
 
I look forward to working with you as an instructor for the Sterile Compounding and Aseptic Technique 
Self-Study course 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Lisa McCartney, MEd, CPhT, PhTR  
CPE Administrator 
Austin Community College – Eastview Campus 
3401 Webberville Road, #9214 
Austin, TX 78702 
512-223-5949 
512-223-5849 (fax) 
lmccartn@austincc.edu 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TSHP/SSIAP – 061714 

The Texas Society of Health-System Pharmacists (TSHP) is 
accredited by the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education 
(ACPE) as a provider of continuing pharmacy education. 

The Sterile Compounding and Aseptic Technique (SCAT) Self-study course is brought to you by a 
cooperative agreement between the Texas Society of Health-System Pharmacists (TSHP) and the 
Austin Community College Pharmacy Technician Program, whereas, TSHP bears responsibility 
for the issuance of ACPE Accredited CE, and the ACC Pharmacy Technician program bears 
responsibility for the issuance of the textbook, course materials, instructive resources, process 
validation procedures, and related paperwork. 

The Austin Community College (ACC) Pharmacy Technician Program is 
accredited by the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE) as a 
provider of continuing pharmacy education. 

The pharmacy technician training program conducted by Austin 
Community College is accredited by the American Society of Health-
System Pharmacists (ASHP). 
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